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Chief Joe-Kyari Gadzama, SAN (4th right); Amb. Nwankwo Henry Nkem, President, YOUPAD (3rd right); Austin Kowssi, Vice 
President, YOUPAD (2nd left); Amb. Paul Kwabana, Secretary, YOUPAD (left); Obioma Daniel Njoku, Nigeria Coordinator, 
YOUPAD (3rd left); and Etongo Francine (4th left) of Youth Partnership for Africa’s Development (YOUPAD) and some members
of staff of J-K Gadzama LLP during the presentation of the Thomas Sankara Pan African Prize for Excellence, Hard Work and 
Contribution to Nation Building to Chief Joe-Kyari Gadzama, SAN on Tuesday, June 25, 2024 at the J-K Gadzama Court, Abuja.
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We welcome your feedback and suggestions for future contents. As usual, 

previous editions of our newsletter can be accessed at: https://j-

kgadzamallp.com/publications/newsletters.

We have a range of exciting and informative features that are sure to captivate 

our readers. Our Photo Speak section brings you a visual narrative of some of 

our recent events, while our Legal Humor section is guaranteed to put a smile 

on your face. We also have exciting news from the firm, including updates on 

our upcoming events and a profile of our staff members who work tirelessly to 

provide our clients with the highest quality of legal services. As always, we are 

committed to providing insightful and informative contents that educate and 

entertain our readers. We hope you enjoy reading this edition of our Quarterly 

Newsletter. 

In this edition of our Quarterly Newsletter is an article by our Founding Principal 

Partner on the topic “The Nigerian State and the Crisis of Governance: What is 

the way forward?”. The article discusses the crisis of governance pervading the 

Nigerian state in light of current realities. It further examines the role of lawyers 

in upholding good governance and proffers practical solutions to the issues 

identified and a way forward for all relevant stakeholders. 

Chidera Mgbe - Editor
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The Youth Partnership for Africa’s Development (YOUPAD) courtesy visit and presentation 
of the Thomas Sankara Pan African Prize for Excellence to Chief Joe-Kyari Gadzama, SAN on 

Tuesday, June 25, 2024 at the J-K Gadzama Court, Abuja

Amb. Nwankwo Henry Nkem, president, Youth Partnership for Africa’s
Development (YOUPAD) giving the keynote speech

Amb. Nwankwo Henry Nkem (President, YOUPAD) presenting the Thomas Sankara 
Pan-African Leadership Prize for Excellency to Chief Joe-Kyari Gadzama, SAN

L-R: Jerry Ombugadu Musa and Darlington Onyekwere

Chief Joe-Kyari Gadzama, SAN and Amb. Nwankwo Henry Nkem
with some Partners of J-K Gadzama LLP

Chief Joe-Kyari Gadzama, SAN and Amb. Nwankwo Henry Nkem 
with Partners and Associates of J-K Gadzama LLP

L-R: Obioma Daniel Njoku; Austin Kowssi; Chief Joe-Kyari Gadzama, SAN;
Amb. Nwankwo Henry Nkem; Etongo Francine and Amb. Paul Kwabana

L-R: Jerry O. Musa; Darlington Onyekwere; Chief Joe-Kyari Gadzama, SAN; 
Amb. Nwankwo Henry Nkem; Austin Kowssi and Etongo Francine

Chief Joe-Kyari Gadzama, SAN and Austin Kowssi (Vice President, YOUPAD)

SIGHTS AND SCENES



Extend to each person, no matter how trivial the contact, all the care and kindness and 

understanding and love that you can muster, and do it with no thought of any reward. 

Your life will never be the same.

The end of law is not to abolish or restrain, but to preserve and enlarge freedom. For in all 

the states of created beings, capable of laws where there is no law, there is no freedom.

Each man has to nd out why he was created, has to nd out how do I achieve my purpose. 

At the end of creation, how do I make a positive impact on my age, on my nation, on my 

family. If you do that, you are living a footprint for those coming behind to follow.

– Theodore Roosevelt

– John Lock

– Mark Twain

– OG Mandino

Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that you didn’t do 

than the ones you did. So throw off the bowlines, sail away from the safe harbor, catch the 

trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.

No man is above the law and no man is below it; nor do we ask any man's permission when 

we ask him to obey it. Obedience to the law is demanded as a right; not asked as a favor.

- Justice Chukwudifu Oputa

WORDS�ON�MARBLE�
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Year 11 students of Funtaj International School, Abuja on a Job Training Exercise 
at the firm, held from Monday, 3rd June - Wednesday, 5th June, 2024

Pupils of Funtaj International School, Abuja on a Study Trip to the firm on Tuesday, 
28th May, 2024 in commemoration of the Children’s Day celebration

L-R: Chief Joe-Kyari Gadzama, SAN; Madu Joe-Kyari Gadzama and 
Paul Kyari Lassa at the IBB Golf and Country Club, Abuja

Khadijah Mohammed Abubakar (Associate, J-K Gadzama LLP) receiving some
golfers at the firm’s tent, Hole 8 during the 5th Bar & Bench Golf and 1st 

Table Tennis Tournament at the IBB Golf and Country Club, Abuja  

L-R: Chief Joe-Kyari Gadzama, SAN; Chief Patrick Chidolue; Hon. Justice 
Abubakar Sadiq Umar and Sen. Iyorchia Ayu during the 5th Bar & Bench Golf 

and 1st Table Tennis Tournament at the IBB Golf and Country Club, Abuja  

Chief Joe-Kyari Gadzama, SAN at the Colony West 
Country Club, Tamarac, Florida, USA

Our Associate, Sarah Jeta Atumga, Esq. discussing the topic "Democratic 
Governance in Nigeria: Are Youths Ready to Break the Order" on a panel at 

the NBA Abuja 2024 Law Week on Friday, 10th May, 2024

Chief Patrick O. Okolo, SAN presenting a gift to our Associate, Sarah Jeta Atumga, Esq. 
on behalf of the NBA Abuja branch at the NBA Abuja 2024 Law Week
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Chief Joe-Kyari Gadzama, SAN was awarded the Thomas Sankara Pan African 

Prize for excellence, hard work and contribution to Nation Building. The Thomas 

Sankara Pan African Prize for Leadership Excellence is an instrument of 

commendation reserved to appreciate great Africans, dedication to practices that 

promotes the African moral values, corporation and establishment of a culture of 

hard work and dedication to Africa’s development transcending National, Tribal 

and Religious Barriers. 

Mr. Abubakar Ali Kachallah Mohammed, a graduate from the University of West 

England, called to the Bar in 2024 has been posted to the rm for his one year 

mandatory National Youth Service Corp Scheme. The rm wishes him a fruitful 

stay.

The rm sponsored the 5th Bar & Bench Golf and 1st Table Tennis Tournament at 

the IBB International Golf and Country Club. Chief Joe-Kyari Gadzama, SAN won 

the nearest-to-the-pin prize at the 5th Bar & Bench Golf Tournament, which took 

place on Saturday, 4th May, 2024. 

Mr. Gideon Agbedo, a graduate of Prince Abubakar Audu University who was 

called to the Bar in 2020 has joined the rm as Associate. The rm welcomes him 

and wishes him a pleasant stay.



Nigerian�Law�Society�Annual�General�Conference,�July,�2024,�Ibadan,�Oyo�State

Nigerian�Bar�Association�Annual�General�Conference,�August,�2024,�Lagos,�Nigeria

International�Bar�Association�(IBA)�Annual�Conference,�Mexico�City

15�-�20�September,�2024�

17th�J-K�Gadzama�LLP�Public�Annual�Lecture,�October,�2024

5th�African�Arbitration�Association�Annual�International�Arbitration�Conference�

10�-�12�October,�2024,�Douala,�Cameroun

Pan�African�Lawyers�Union�2024�Annual�Conference�Addis�Ababa,�Ethiopia�

16-19�October,�2024

Annual�Conference�of�the�African�Bar�Association,�Livingstone,�Republic�of�Zambia

27�–�31�October,�2024�

Chartered�Institute�of�Arbitrators�(C.Arb.)�Nigeria�Branch�Annual�Conference�and�

Gala�Nite,�6�-�8�November,�2024,�Abuja,�Nigeria

UPCOMING EVENTS
AND CONFERENCES
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1.� Joe-Kyari�Gadzama,�OFR,�MFR,�SAN,�FNIALS,�FICMC,�DipICArb,�FNICArb,�FCIArb,�C.Arb.

2.� Mohammed�Monguno,�ACIArb
� Senior�Partner/Fmr.�Attorney�General�of�Borno�State

� Partner

3.� Darlington�Onyekwere,�ACIArb

� Founding�Principal�Partner

4.� Madu�Joe-Kyari�Gadzama,�LL.M�(Warwick),�MCIArb.,�MICMC�

� Partner

� Junior�Partner

5.� Jerry�Ombugadu�Musa,�LL.M,�CDRS

6.� Oluniyi�Adediji,�ACTI,�ABR
� Junior�Partner

7.� Agbo�Mark�Chidi,�MCIArb.

� Junior�Partner

8.� Lamar�Joe-Kyari�Gadzama,�ACIArb.,�AICMC

9.� Chidera�Mgbe

� Ignatius�Ozoilo,�Pg.�Dip.,�LL.M

5.� Hajara�M.�S.�Sorondinki

� Junior�Partner

1.� John�Echezona�Unachukwu

�

�

7.� Gideon�Agbedo

2.� Rashidat�Banke�Obamojure

4.� Abubakar�Ali�Kachallah
3.� Mark�Asu-Obi

1.� Sarah�Jeta�Atumga�
2.� Adegbemisoye�A.�Olasubomi,�ACIArb,�ABR�

5.� Fatima�Abatcha

2.� Maryam�Joe-Kyari�Gadzama
3.� Jeremiah�C.�O.�Chigbu

2.� Racheal�Ayorinde

8.� Linda�Havi�Shaljaba�

6.� Simon�Tabji�Baltai

3.� Onyekachi�Agbonma�Eluwa

4.� Tumta�Faith�Williams�

4.� Khadijah�Muhammad�Abubakar

� Junior�Partner

1.� Asiya�Saddique�Shehu�

1.� Saadatu�Ahmed�Abdullahi

Hon.�Justice�Alfa�Modibbo�Belgore,�CJN�(RTD),�GCON��
�������������(Former�Chief�Justice�of�Nigeria)

Hon.�Justice�George�A.�Oguntade,�J.S.C�(RTD),�CON.

Prof.�Paul�Idornigie,�SAN,�PhD,�FCIS,�FCIArb,�C.Arb

John�A.�Nwafor,�BLIS,�MLIS,�AESM,�ITIL,�LRCN�(Certified)

OU R� P E O P L E

PARTNERS

SENIOR�ASSOCIATES

VISITING�ASSOCIATE

ASSOCIATES

JUNIOR�ASSOCIATES

LIBRARIAN

IT�PERSONNEL�

JURIS�CONSULT

SENIOR�CONSULTANT

Sunday�Ali�Dzarma

OFFICE�MANAGER

Fidelis�Edache,�ACA

ACCOUNTANT

INTERNS
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Bonidefaiye�Friday�Dayo

Israel�Izuchukwu�Chieke
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ULIDILI MULTIMEDIA LTD

Offers Professional Design, Printing, 
Photography & Videography. 

Printing

Photography 

Videography

Graphic Design

Photo Album Design

Photocopying

OUR SERVICES

Binding

Logo Designs

Poster Designs 

Branding

Video Editing

Website Design

ulidilimultimedialtd@gmail.com

J-K GADZAMA COURT, 
Plot 1805, Damaturu Crescent by Kabo Way, 
Off Ahmadu Bello Way, Garki II, Abuja.

+234 (0) 9 6233 600

CONTACT US:

ulidilimultimedialtd
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This publication among many other articles and 
news from the firm are accessible online on the office website.

PORT-HARCOURT
No. 66, Mbonu Street, 

D/Line, P. O. Box 12395, 
Port-Harcourt, 

Rivers, Nigeria.

MAIDUGURI
15B, Circular Road,

Old G. R. A, P. O. Box 112, 
Maiduguri, Borno, Nigeria.

SOUTH FLORIDA
7235, Fairfax Dr,
Unit 206A, Tamarac, 
FL 33073, Florida, 
U.S.A.

LASSA
No. 22, Wamdeo Road, 

Askira/Uba LGA, P. O. Box 33, 
Lassa, Borno, Nigeria.

LONDON
107-111 Fleet Street,
London, Greater London,
EC4A 2AB, 
United Kingdom.

DUBAI 
Sheikh Zayed Road - Dubai, 
Dubai World Trade Center District, 
C1 Building, 2nd Floor, Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates.

ABUJA
J-K Gadzama Court,

Plot 1805, Damaturu Crescent by Kabo Way,
Off Ahmadu Bello Way, P. O. Box 20304, 

Garki II, Abuja, Nigeria.
     

LAGOS
Block 6, No. 2, Bourdillon Road, 

Opp. New Federal High Court Complex,
Ikoyi, P. O. Box 53155, 

Lagos, Nigeria.

OFFICES/ASSOCIATE OFFICES OF THE FIRM

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this Newsletter is not
legal advice. Please consult a lawyer for legal assistance

Tel: +234 (0) 818 765 1999, +234 (0) 706 819 4334 
Email: info@j-kgadzamallp.com   Website: www.j-kgadzamallp.com

J-K GADZAMA LLP

JOS
Plot No. 1, Block 1,

Fwati/Wait Zawan, Jos South LGA,
Jos, Plateau State, Nigeria

PUBLISHED BY: ULIDILI MULTIMEDIA LTD
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